PRINT: ISSN 0970-9274 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6608

JOURNAL OF HUMAN ECOLOGY

International Interdisciplinary Journal of Man-Environment Relationship

© Kamla-Raj 2015 J Hum Ecol, 50(2): 169-179 (2015)
ISSN 0970-9274 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6608 DOI: 10.31901/24566608.2015/50.2.09

The Characteristics, Importance and Usage of the Roof Storage
Method for Maize Storage in Rungwe District, Tanzania

Rose Mboya

University of Zululand, Faculty of Science and Agriculture, Department of Consumer Sciences,
Private Bag X1001, KwaDlangezwa, South Africa
Telephone: +2735902 4181
E-mail: MboyaR@unizulu.ac.za, mujilarose@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Properties. Significance. Customary. Maize Storage Roofs

ABSTRACT The importance and characteristics of the roof storage method for maize storage in Rungwe district,
Tanzanian were studied using 260 randomly selected farm households. Data regarding the perceived importance and
efficiency of the roof storage method was collected using the matrix for scoring and ranking tool and interviews.
To enable probing, both face-to-face semi-structured and structured interviews were used. Literature was also used
as a source of secondary data. It was found that farm households’ perceptions of the roof storage method, the
materials used to construct storage roofs and the manner in which farm households used the roof storage method
encouraged the invasion of stored maize by pests. It was concluded that the roof storage method required
improvement. Training and sensitization of farm households with regard to improving the roof storage method
and adopting more efficient grain drying technologies for achieving maximum safety of stored maize was
recommended.



